Los Angeles County Department of Economic Opportunity — May 2026

SHOP LOCAL MARKETING LAB+ | LIST OF INELIGIBLE BUSINESSES

Below is a list of ineligible business types:

Non-profit organizations (including Churches or other religious organizations)
Landlords (Schedule E Passive Income)
Businesses or companies held in trust

Businesses that do not have a physical location (e.g. using P.O. Boxes as a business
address or operating from a temporary shared space - i.e. WeWorks)

Businesses selling drugs, vape products, or drug paraphernalia (including liquor
stores and smoke shops)

Corporate-owned franchises
Private social clubs

Payday loan stores, pawnshops and other firms involved in lending activities, such
as banks, finance companies and any other firm whose stock in trade is money

Firms involved in speculative activities (i.e., day trading, stock market exchange
facilitators)

Astrology, palm reading, tarot, etc.

Night clubs, adult bookstores and any businesses that presents live or other
performances of a sexual nature

Adult bookstores

Gambling businesses (i.e., track waging facilities, casinos, bingo parlors)
Trailer-storage yards and junkyards

Gun or ammunition stores

Multi-sales distribution & multi-level marketing

Lobbying firms or businesses that dedicate 50% or more of their time or resources in
lobbying activities

Government offices or agencies

Other businesses that may be deemed ineligible by DEO, based on information
submitted by the applicant



