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Aboutthe Grants

The Small Business Mobility Launch Grants and Entrepreneurship
Academy Grants, offered by the Los Angeles County Department
of Economic Opportunity (DEO), are designed to help businesses
access flexible start-up and scale-up capital to support their
business launch. It is part of the County’s broader mission under
the Economic Mobility Initiative (EMI) to provide education, —
training and technical assistance, and capital, and pathways to
sustainable business growth and generational wealth.

Both grants are made possible through the Care First Community Investment (CFCI) .



Launch Grants

Eligible Applicants + Uses

(' ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS ) ( ELIGIBLE USES )

Must already be in the process of opening a ° Requirec.j building permits
location.* Location must be in an unincorporated * Fagade Improvements
area of LA County with a current, valid lease or ° T§nant Improvements
proof of ownership under the applicant’s name: * Signage

e $5,000 - non-retail commercial space, such as
an office or warehouse

e $10,000 - retail commercial space with a
storefront

*If already opened, location must have opened after September 1, 2025



Entrepreneurship Academy Grants

(' ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS ) ( ELIGIBLE USES )
Graduates of the County’s Economic e Permit and license fees
Mobility Initiative (EMI) e Website development and branding

Entrepreneurship Academy can receive e Start-up/set-up costs
up to $2,000 in grants to launch their  * Accounting software

business or take it to the next level*. e Intellectual property protections
e Packaging, inventory, and equipment
*If a{read){ launched, the bqg/ness must show how the o Qequired building permits
funding will support a specific launch or new phase 0
within their business (e.g., new product or service, o 'a(}ade Improvements
expansion to a new customer segment, rebrand, new e Tenant |mprovements

online store, transition to a brick-and-mortar location,
and/or new equipment to expand product offerings)

e Sighage



/Ellglblllty Cnitena

Must be a for-profit business in the County of Los Angeles
e Applicants must reside in LA County

e« Annual gross business revenue must not exceed $6 million

e Business must have fewer than 100 employees

e Applicant must be the majority owner (50% or more)

e Must be domiciled in California and have required filings with the California Secretary of
State.

e Applicant must be an active business and in good standing with all local, state, and
federal taxing and licensing authorities.

e Launch Grants: Business must be located in an unincorporated area of Los Angeles
County

 Entrepreneurship Academy Grants: Business must have graduated from an EMI
Academy

Ineligible Businesses:
e Certain business types are not eligible. Refer to full list of ineligible businesses.



Non-profit organizations (including Churches or
other religious organizations)

Landlords (Schedule E Passive Income)
Businesses that do not have a permanent physical
location in LA County, including those using
addresses for P.O. Boxes, co-working spaces with
temporary leases and/or memberships, virtual
business addresses, Commercial Mail Receiving
Agencies (CMRAs), and the like, are not eligible.
Liquor stores and smoke shops

Corporate-owned franchises

Private social clubs

Payday loan stores, pawnshops and other firms
involved in lending activities, such as banks,
finance companies and any other firm whose
stock in trade is money

Firms involved in speculative activities (i.e., day
trading, stock market exchange facilitators)

Ineligible Busin

Insurance companies, such as life, auto, home,
bail bonds, and other similar entities

Astrology, palm reading, tarot, etc.

Night clubs and any businesses that present live
or other performances of a sexual nature

Adult bookstores

Gambling businesses (i.e., track wagering
facilities, casinos, bingo parlors)

Trailer-storage yards and junkyards

Gun or ammunition stores

Multi-sales distribution & multi-level marketing
Lobbying firms or businesses that dedicate 50%
or more of their time or resources to lobbying
activities

Government offices or agencies

Other businesses that may be deemed ineligible
by DEO, based on information submitted by the
applicant



Documentsrequired:

The following documents are required to complete your
(" LAUNCHGRANTS ) ,oiiicotion:

Commercial lease or proof
of ownership of location in
unincorporated LA County

State-issued ID/ Driver’s license

Business plan

Valid and Current Business license

Most recent tax returns (2023 or later)*

Doing Business As (DBA)/Fictitious Business Name (FBN) or
Corporation Filing

e Proof of residency (for example, utility bill, lease, pay stub, or other

ENTREPRENEURSHIP
ACADEMY GRANTS

Must also submit a copy of document showing that you are a resident of LA County.)
t:gaggxipéreandeuuaréglnp e California Secretary of State documentation
certificate e Copy of signed and executed commercial lease agreement or proof of
ownership

e Form 941 - (Applies to applicants with employees. Not required if
applicant is a sole proprietor)

e Any related industry permits from the State and the County of Los
Angeles (i.e., Health Permit, Establishment License, etc.)



Howto Apply:

Complete the online application by visiting opportunity.lacounty.gov/SBMF

Check for required documents
Answer the required questions

Upload documents

Sign and submit the application by February 13, 2026

If applicants qualify, the ICON CDC team may contact them for any follow up information, if needed.




plication Process

SUBMIT CHECK EMAIL
picant submits Applicants may be contacted
Application. if more information is needed
. (_aPPREVIEW I fnalize review of their - NOTIFICATIONS )

Now ~ February 13, 20 application.

The team at ICON CDC will
review the applications and
uploaded documents to
determine applicant eligibility.

After February 13, 2026 ICON CDC will notify applicants
about their application status and
schedule next steps, if awarded.

Beginning Mid March
Upon submission

Application deadline: February 13, 2026, at 11:00 pm




O Oy O O
Priorntization:
O
Additional points are provided for the following:

e Businesses with more employees
e Located in areas with comparatively high unemployment rate
e Business Plan (must detail how funding will support their launch/growth)

e Businesses dislocated by wildfires

In addition, for Launch Grants only:

e Businesses planning to launch within 6 months with existing permits

e Businesses with 1 or no locations

e Businesses that have been in business longer (i.e. Legacy Businesses)

e Businesses opening a location in close proximity to the fires (Recover Local

Map)

Minimum of 15% of awardees must be from each Supervisorial District



Outcome Goals:

C LAUNCH GRANTS > (ENTREPRENEURSHIPACADEMYGRANTS)
Increased physical business openings e Increased business formation and
Job creation and local hiring survival

Revenue and productivity growth
Job creation and retention
Improved operational capacity

Commercial corridor revitalization
Revenue growth and business stability
Enhanced community engagement and
place-based identity Market expansion and diversification
Increased local tax base Enhanced competitiveness and

e Greater business resilience innovation

e Local economic impact

Business plan will also help OSB continue to support business growth as additional resources become available.












